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‘We went across the U.S. three times in 
our first Prius. The new one’s got a lot of 
adventure ahead of it.” -i 
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A GIFT THAT WILL HELP MARK 
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OF 


A t the dawn of the twenty-first century, Alexis Ohanian 

gave a speech at his high school graduation. He wasn’t vale¬ 
dictorian, but he went to a high school that allowed its stu¬ 
dents to audition to speak, and he earned a place at the 
podium. As a speaker, he was both charming and insufferable, smart- 
alecky and painfully sincere—the kind of smart kid who looks like he 
thinks his speech is going to get him laid. But there was also some¬ 
thing precociously authoritative about his insistence that he and his 
classmates were going to have obligations and opportunities the world 
had never seen before, simply by virtue of chronology <J “There’s no 
past class for us to compare to, no bar for us to raise, no standard for 
us to aspire to. No—we are the first class of the millennium. The out¬ 
come of this graduating class will depend on only ourselves.... Live up 
to the name, Class of the Millennium. The only future we have is that 
which we make for ourselves....” SI Three months later, when Oha¬ 
nian was just starting his freshman year at the University of Virginia, 
the planes came, and the new millennium declared itself in the spec¬ 


tacle of collapse. War began, and never ended; history took a turn and 
kept turning, as if intent upon grinding every last American assump- 
’ )n to dust. It was the kind of historical pivot that is particularly ^ 


hard on commencement speeches, especially those that flatter their i 


EXUBERANCE 


Surprisingly—fifteen years into a new century 
that has seen tragedy follow trauma follow disaster— 
the leadership class that has come of 
age during that time is relentlessly optimistic 
and giddily hopeful 
BYTOMJUNOD 


BYTHE EDITORS 

















“See, that’s the thing. People don’t 
give a fk. If it’s not really fully affecti 
their life, people don’t care. You 
know what headline made me fkin’ 
shed a tear last year? The release 
date for Grand Theft Auto V. That’s 
the headline that got me excited.” 
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AWAY 

In March, 
astronaut Scott Kelly 
will undertake the 
longest space 
mission in American 
history. He and a 
cosmonaut will begin 
an uninterrupted 
year aboard the 
International Space 
Station—a year 
exposed to the strange 
and deep effects 
of weightlessness, 
acute stress, 
isolation, and cosmic 
radiation. It is the 
most ambitious 
manned space 
mission in years. 
And it will also be the 
first step in a human 
expedition to Mars. 
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